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BLACK JOBLESS RATE DROPS IN OCTOBER 


WASHINGTON -- Employment was up sharply in October for all workers. 
The number of blacks with jobs increased by 160,000 over the month and the 
proportion with jobs increased by more than 2 full percentage points over 
the year. This increase in jobs for blacks was considerably more than the 
8-tenths of a percent increase for whites. 


The black unemployment rate in October, at 12.0 percent, was a three- 
tenths of a percent drop from September. The October rate compared 
favorably to the 14.3 percent of a year ago but the rate was, 
nevertheless, at more than twice that of whites (5.2%). 


Nearly 11.6 million blacks were employed in October, almost 700,000 
more than a year ago. Black adult women, with 5.5 million at work, showed 
the largest increase with 333,000 over the year. Black adult men in jobs 
numbered 5.4 million, an increase of 282,000 while black teenagers 
increased their work participation over the year by 72,000 to an October 
total of 636,000. 


The jobless rate for black adult men was 9.6 percent, a sharp drop 
from 13.1 percent a year ago. The rate for adult women was 11 percent, a 
decrease of more than a point over the year. 


The teenage unemployment rate in October was 34.0 percent, more than 
double the jobless rate for white teenagers and a sharp 4-point jump from 
last month, almost equalling a similar increase last year when the rate 
was nearly 36 percent. 


The nation's overall unemployment rate, 5.9 percent, and the rate for 
civilian workers, 6.0 percent, were about the same as in September. 


The number of nonagricultural payroll jobs, as measured by the survey 
of business establishments,. rose by 550,000, following moderate increases 
in the previous 2 months. Total civilian employment, as measured by the 
survey of households, posted a gain of more than 400,000. (The reference 
period for both surveys was the week of October 11-17.) 


Unemployment (Household Survey Data) 


Koth the number of unemployed persons, at 7.2 million in October, and 
the civilian unemployment rate, at 6.0 percent, were about unchanged from 
September, as the increase in employment was matched by a large gain in the 
labor force. 
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Jobless rates for adult men (5.1 percent), adult women (5.2 percent), 
whites (5.2 percent), blacks (12.0 percent), and Hispanics (8.3 percent ) 
showed Little or no movement over the month, but have declined considerably 
over the year. In contrast, the teenage rate has risen 2 percentage points 
since midsummer and, at 17.4 percent in Uctober, was about the same as a 


vear earlier. 


The average (mean) duration of unemployment, at 14.0 weeks, was about 
unchanged in October. At 6.2 weeks, median duration was up slightly over 
the month, but was still below the levels registered prior to September. 


Civilian Employment and the Labor Force (Household Survey Data) 


Civilian employment, which had declined in September, rose by 415,000 
in October to 113.2 million, after seasonal adjustment. Over the past 12 
months, employment has grown by 3.0 million, with adult women accounting 
for 1.5 million of the gain, adult men 1.4 million, and teenagers 120,000. 


The civilian labor force rebounded by 50U,U000 in Uctober reachios 
seasonal ly adjusted level of 120.4 million. The proportion "ws 
population in the labor force edged up slightly to 65.7 percent senna 

F > 


the peak ratio reached in May and Au 
i gust. Since Octobe 
the labor force have totalled 2.0 million. — 





BLACK NEWS DIGEST 11/16/87 


EMPLOYMENT P3 


HOUSEHOLD BATA 


Gupleyeent stetus of the civilian population by rece, sex, ege, and Hispanic origin 


(Numbers in thousands) 
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NOTE: Detail for the above race and Hi spanic~ origin groups 
will not sum to totals because cata for the “other races” 
group are not presented anc Hisceics are included ‘n doth the 
white and black population grcups. 


* The population figures ere not adjusted for seasonal 
variation; therefore, identical numbers appear in the unad- 
justed and seasonally adjusted columns. 

® Civilian employwent as « percent of the civilian nonin- 
stituttena! population. 





Week of November 16, 1987 


FILLERS FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 


The U.S. Labor Department's Wage and Hour Division found 12,662 minors 
employed in violation of child labor provisions of the Fair Labor 
Standards Act during the 1986 fiscal year, according to the department's 
annual report. 


The U.S. Labor Department's Wage and Hour Division conducted 72,641 
compliance actions under the Fair Labor Standards Act during the 1986 
fiscal year, according to the department's annual report. 


The U.S. Labor Department found $40.6 million due to 167,401 workers as 
a result of minimum wage violations during the 1986 fiscal year, according 
to the department's annual report. 


The U.S. Labor Department found $92.8 million due to 317,216 employees 
as the result of overtime violations of the Fair Labor Standards Act 
during the 1986 fiscal year, according to the department's annual report. 
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